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Summary and Prospects

Network slicing is a novel technology coming about with 5G. It opens a broad B2B market for operators, 
who recognize the infinite potential in network slicing, and has dived into slicing technologies together 
with industry partners, vendors, and integrators. They have verified network slicing services as feasible and 
unlocked a series of new applications in different fields, including electric power, healthcare, live 
broadcast, industrial Internet, and cloud gaming. 

To extract greater commercial value from network slicing, we need to strengthen our collaboration to 
explore new business and operations models for network slicing.

Since we do not have previous experience in all aspects of network slicing business, no matter the 
products, pricing policies, sales approaches, or delivery, it is rather difficult to reconstruct the present 
network structure to facilitate E2E network slicing management. As such, we need to standardize every 
aspect of slicing business models as soon as possible through joint effort, and polish these models 
through extensive practice. For example, network service providers may consider providing a self-service 
portal or designating API invocation counts as value-added services for industry customers. 

Operators open their operations capabilities by interworking their slicing capability exposure platform 
with the management platforms of industry customers. With these opened capabilities, industry 
customers can reach the top level of Maslow's Model as described earlier in this paper, that is, 
self-management, or even self-maintenance and self-operations. A combination of the visualized, 
manageable, and controllable slicing services and conventional industry services will mobilize more and 
more business and operations models, ultimately reshaping society as a whole. 

The development of 5G network slicing is just kicking off, and its commercialization will advance 
gradually. The speed of this will be affected by the construction progress of 5G SA networks, terminal 
capabilities, slicing management capabilities, and industries' understanding of network slicing. To ease this 
process, we need to unite under the 5GSA, to explore, define, and standardize the delivery and business 
models of network slicing, as well as plan and promote slicing application in various industries. Together, 
we can build a prosperous B2B market and lift industries to new heights.


